DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
among them, which in reality is not a part of our programme. From time immemorial these Germans belonged to our State. The fact that their destinies have been linked together with ours through a long stretch of history has had a strong influence on their economic and cultural development. German culture here has not been under the predominating influence of the Nordic Prussian culture. Its association with the Slavs has enriched it. The Germans on their part have enriched the store of western civilisation among us and they have given us a good incentive in many things. The Prague school of writers is well known. I can also testify, for an earlier period, to the influence of Czech culture and history on the Germans. The first Austrian poet, Grillparzer, has written important dramas on themes taken from Czechish history. Here I should like to make a remark about the Great Powers. They have so much to look after in their big countries, and in many cases colonies also, that they cannot always devote sufficient attention to the problem of Central Europe and the Balkans. Especially with the language problem they have not a sufficiently close acquaintance. I have studied this question not merely in the abstract; but I have
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